l APWWS: the journey so far

ITANAGAR, Oc¢t 10:
Formed in 1979, against
Child and Forced Marnage,
Polygamy and to seek for
hetter educational opportu=
nities for girls in the state,
Arunachal Pradesh Women
Welfare Socicty, 8 pan
Arunachal organisation,
has come a long way since.
It was officially regis-
tered under the societies
Acton 10th April' 1981, with
its by-luws drafted by
Mediram Dodum, D Mihu
Malo as the first president
and Lomtey Riba as the sec-
retary general .
APWWS has for long
been advocating for codifi-
cation of customary prac-
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..wherein, women and chil-
dren rights are protected
especially property inherit-
ance, rights of girl child
within the ambit of custom-
ary Laws.

In 1994 a bill was passed
on customary practices,
which was partial to the
rights of women and girls,
much to the resentment of

Its intervention led to
withdrawal of Arunachal

Pradesh customary prac-

tices bill which was passed

in the State Legislature. So-
ciety intervened by with-
holding accent of President

af Tndia for re-examination
of the said bills so that the
women /gir] child rights are
protected. The bill was with-
drawa in 2005.

During the long sP
over three decadess
struggle of ApcX Women
Organization for equality of
opportunitics and €€O-
nomic, political and sm:m_l
empowerment has been
achieved to some extend
the form of establishment of
APSCW in 2005, Gender.
Budgeting from 2011, inclu-
sion of 33% reservation 1n
Panchayat Raj, Establish-
ment of Women Police Sta-
tion in Capital City and dis-
trict headquarters. appoint-
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an of
the

Arunachal Pradesh State
Civil Service Commission,
and A.P. State Information
Commission.

At present there are
more than 30 branches of
APWWS and affiliated
bodies which works under
the banner of the APWWS
thus forming a strong net-
work of women's group,

The arduous journey
towards inclusive develop-
ment, peace and harmony
continues for APWWS as
there are continued chal-
lenges including crimes
against women and chil-




